Stow College students revealed to a shoked Glasgow pubic today that they actually quite enjoy there classes! The news broke after a survey was carried out of some 35 Scottish further education colleges across the country. In total 2,500 students were asked for their opinoins on subjects ranging form childcare to student finance, quality of institution and educational prospects in the future.

70% of the students who where asked told researchers from Glasgow-based KG surveys that they were ‘satisfied’ or ‘very satisified’ with their courses overall. In total 90 per cent indicated that they wished to continue their studies, either in Further Education, or going on to study for a degree at university after their current course.

Finance continued to be a concern for many, with 74% expressing concerns about a lack of financial support, and 15% saying that they believed financial woes could prevent them finishing their current course.

Student rep Jimmy MacDonald told the press: “It’s an absolute outrage. Students are being driven out of education in their thousands because the government won’t support our education. I am getting daily reports of students having to go without in order to buy books, study materials and meet the cost of travelling to and from college. I want the government to act now to end student hardship, starting with scrapping the loans systems and reinstating grants.”

Despite 43% of students raising concerns at a lack of facilities in the colleges, John James, Principle of Middleton College, said:

“Our staff do an excellent job and this is reflected in the high success rate of our students. This is the twenty-first century – you don’t get away with any old cowboy job these days. Not like some colleges I cold mention!”

Middleton student Nicola Nimble agreed “The classes are interesting but it’s hard to study when classes are doubled up because they don’t have the rooms. Also the library charged me 50p because my book was late – I’m a student you know and I cant afford that .

Childcare was highlighted as a concern for 20% of students, although Jen Whitely, student services  officer at Stow College, was keen to emphasise:

“help is available for students with children. Places are available in a local nursery and priority is given in the hardship fund for those with childcare needs.”

The government indicated it’s delight with the survey. Education minister Kathy Jameson said: “Further education colleges are now reaping the rewards of lifelong learning. The government is keen to see individual’s of all ages making the most of the educational opportunities that are available to them, and further education colleges are a vital part of that strategy.” But the SNP’s education spokesperson hit back, saying “This government doesn’t care about the quality of education it promotes – it’s quantity, quantity, quantity. We need proper funding for students if Scotland is to become a world leader in the twenty first century.

Vocational courses were also indicated to be on the up yesterday, with colleges indicating a growing demand for courses in music, drama, plumbing and care while engineering went down for the fourth consecutive years. Social science continued to be a growth area with a record number of studetns signing up for uni courses in psychology.

